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dyke and will have to give back the toaster.
Why stress out about whether she might 
go back to men? How are you supposed to 
predict the future, Nostradykus? Cheer up. 
She might leave you for your ex-girlfriend. 
Now that would really prove she’s lesbian, 
wouldn’t it?

And don’t overanalyze the situation by 
getting all caught up in wondering if your 
lady is really gay or just attracted to you 
as a person. A woman doesn’t need to tell 
me that she wants me because she loves 
women—she just has to tell me that she 
wants me. 

We worry that she will blame us for her 
being gay. How very flattering, but utterly 
impossible. I would like to think that my 
vajayjay has hypnotic powers, but alas I 
know otherwise.

What if she is not comfortable in the 
gay community? Excellent. Then you have 
an excuse to eat and run. But if you want 
more than a quickie, you must remember 
to take a woman as you find her. People 
don’t change. If you are hoping that you 
two will be the grand marshalls of the 
Queertown Gay Pride Festival, then you’d 
better think again. 

Over time, she will probably fall into 
her own comfort zone with gay life. Then 
again, being with you may be the extent 
of her involvement in the gay community. 
Leave the TV on Logo, put the curve on 
the coffee table and keep playing those Lady 
Gaga tracks. She will figure it out.

What if she turns out to be a total closet 
case? How very retro. Once again, you can’t 
drag a girl out of the closet. Ranting and 
raving and giving ultimatums isn’t sexy. 
Nothing like a little emotional blackmail 
to warm her to the gay life. Even if it looks 
like you succeeded at first, you will regret it 
in the end, when she resents the hell out of 
you and tanks the relationship. But at least 
she will be out, right?

What if she is a bisexual? Well, if she’s bi, 
she’s bi. Whoever she could be with if you 
were not around really isn’t important. She 
is no more likely to leave you for a boy or 
a girl than you are to leave her for another 
woman, so get a grip.

And that is how you get a woman who 
is not straight but has never been with a 
woman, or has been with a woman but 
doesn’t realize that makes her just a little 
gay, to seduce you. n

For the past nine years, artist 
Alexandra Jacoby has been 
photographing women’s 
most private selves. So 
private, she says, that most 
women haven’t even seen 
their own, much less others. 
Vaginas, that is. 

The mission statement 
of Jacoby’s project, vagina 
vérité®, is as much to 
overcome women’s fear 
and loathing of their vaginas 
(and vulvas) as it is for 
Jacoby to investigate and 
interrogate society’s erasure 
and commercialization of 
women’s sexuality. Jacoby 
believes the “pornification” 
of our society has negatively 
impacted the way women 
feel about themselves. 

Thus far there are 107 v-
portraits, as the artist refers 
to the striking close-ups, 

adorning the walls of her 
Manhattan apartment. They 
feature women, ranging in 
age from 19 to 60, of various 
ethnicities. Jacoby has put 
out a call for survivors of 
female genital mutilation 
as well as transgendered 
women to participate in her 

project because she wants 
to document the broadest 
range of female experience 
and beauty possible. She 
is still surprised at the lack 
of hair “down there,” so 
she circulated a request for 
women with hairy cha-chas 
to participate.

“I’m here to document, 
not to promote any particular 
point of view,” says Jacoby. 
But, clearly, her intent is to 
make a statement. 

“A statement about what 
is in the eye of the beholder,” 
she says ironically. Jacoby 
also indicates that every 
vagina she has photographed 
is unique. “That point is most 
surprising to the women I’ve 
worked with because I don’t 
think any of us look that 
often.” (vaginaverite.com) 
[Stephanie Schroeder]
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